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wisdom. He is largely to blame for the disunion that did so
much to wreck the cause of his countrymen in the long civil
war; he seems, like so many Celts, to have been carried away
by fancies, and to have been unable to understand hard facts1.
Cromwell knded in Dublin in August 1649, at tne nea(^ or"
10,000 men of the New Model, the invincible soldiers of
Naseby and Preston. In justice to a great ruler of men it is
necessary to remember from what point of view he regarded
Ireland and Irish affairs. A Puritan of the sternest type, he
hated Irish Catholics, whether Celts or Saxons*; he had
witnessed a combination to make Ireland a place of arms for
the Catholic Powers, a centre of the detested influence of
Rome. But, in addition, he believed that Ulster had been
the scene of a general massacre of the British settlers; the
Protestant caste in Ireland, in his eyes, was the only order of
men that could be true to England, nay capable of being a
civilised race; he knew that England had been threatened by
an invasion of the abhorred Irishry, during many years; the
great majority of Irishmen were resisting England to the last2.
He had resolved, therefore, to lay a heavy hand on Ireland;
to exact a terrible vengeance, righteous in his belief; to be
the chosen instrument of the wrath of God, in punishing an
accursed and rebellious people. His feelings, in a word, were
those of the Englishmen of his day who had devoted their
lives and swords to the Puritan cause, indeed of the great body
of Englishmen, whose hatred and contempt of the Irish had
1 The confused and" complicated events of the civil war in Ireland from
1641 to 1649, are tetter described by Mr Gardiner than by any other
historian. Leland's narrative is also good. For the feelings of the Irish
Celts, see two remarkable ballads by Thomas Davis and Sir Gavan Duffy
in The Spirit of the Nation, 11 and 18.
3 For Cromwell's views on Ireland, at this conjuncture, see Mr Gardiner's
History of the Commonwealth and Protectorate^ i. pp. 139-40, 147-8, and a
remarkable letter of Cromwell, pp. 163-4.